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Inscriptions are mute documents and historian
have to keep on trying to make them speak

- B.D. Chattopadhyaya (Interview
recorded by Sahapedia)

In Conversation with Professor B.D. Chattopadhyaya with the participation of Professor Suchandra Ghosh: The
Different Aspects of Indian Epigraphy | Sahapedia

https://vyoutu.be/6dzmBEPARBQ



https://www.sahapedia.org/conversation-professor-bd-chattopadhyaya-participation-professor-suchandra-ghosh-different-aspects
https://youtu.be/6dzmBEPARBQ

3 articles of Charles Wilkins in the Asiatic
Researches, Vol. |, 1788

e A Royal grant of Land, Engraved on a Copper plate, Bearing Date
twenty three Years before Christ and Discovered among the Ruins of

Mongueer

* An Inscription on a Pillar near Buddal

* Translation of a Sanskrit Inscription, copied from a Stone at
Booddhagaya by Mr. Wilmot, 1785.



Munger Copper Plate of Devapala: Different
editions

e Charles Wilkins: Asiatick Researches , vol.1, 1788
* F. Kielhorn : Indian Antiquary XXI, 1892

* A.K. Maitreya: Gaudalekhamala, 1912

 L.D. Barnett: Epigraphia Indica XVIIl, 1925-26



Mungir Plate of Devapala : the 33rd Year
Scale 1 One Third Linear of the Onginal
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Munger Copper Plate of Devapala,
Estampage of the obverse
Epigraphia Indica, vol.18 (1925-26)




Mungir Plate of Devapala: the 33rd Year
Scale : One Third Linear of the Original
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Munger Copper Plate, Reverse
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Lithograph of the Munger
Copper Plate
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The Munger Copper Plate and the published transcript
In Epigraphia Indica Vol.18
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| l‘* 36 1 First Side.
‘ ' Om?* svasti | Siddharthasya par-artha-susthira-
matéh san-margam=abhyasyatas=gsiddhis=siddbim=a-
3 nutterim-bhagavatas-tasya prajasu kriyat | yas=traidhatuka-sat[t*]va-siddhi-padavir=
atyugra-viry-odayaj=jitvd nirvriti-
4 m=dsasida sugatah sap-sarvva-bhim-iévarah# || [1*] Saubhigyan-dadhad-atulam
Sriyas-sapatnyd GoOpdlah patir-abhavad=vasu-
5 ndharayah | drisht-Ant& sati kritiném surdjii yasmin=staddhéyah Prithu-8agar-idays=
py-abhivan || [2*%] Vijitya yén-a jaladhér-vasundha-
6 ram vimdchitdi mdgha-parigraha iti | sa-vashpam-udvashpa-vilschanén=punar-vvanashu
va(ba)ndhiin=dadrishu(éu)r=mmatanga-jah || [3*] Cha-
T latsv-anantéshu va(ba)ldshu yasya viévambhariya nichitezh rajobhih | pida-prachira-
kshamam=antariksham=-vihafigamanam suchiram~va(ba)bhiiva || [4%)
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Badal Pillar / Garuda Pillar, Mangalbari, Naogaon
District, Bangladesh

2 Lenely Traveler
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Drawing of the pillar by Wilkins










Nagarjuni Hill cave inscription of Anantavarman: Wilkins” copy
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Unnidrasya saroruhasya sakalamaksipya sobham rucha

Devyah vah sthira bhakti vada sadrsim yunjan phalenarthitam

Wilkins copy of the inscription of Anantavarman in which each aksara is accompanied
by a corresponding Devnagari aksara
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B.—~Nagarjuni Hill Cave Inscription of Anantavarman.
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Estampage of the inscription of Anantavarman from which Fleet deciphered it (Cll, vol.3)



Bengali alphabet as they appeared in N.B. Halhed’s A Code of
Gentoo Law (1776)

P S SRR
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How is a chanda identified?

Every aksara (syllable) is identified to be either laghu (short) or guru (long) as per the following rules of chandasastra.

1.laghu vowels: 3, g, 3, 7B, @

2. guru vowels: 3], é, ISR VIS Q, Sh, 3l

3. aksara is marked laghu or guru based on the vowel it contains.

4. aksara containing anusvara or visarga is always marked as guru.

5. aksara that is followed by a samyuktaksara (conjunct letter) is always marked guru.
6. aksara that appears at the end of the pada (line) is always marked as guru.

Thus, every line of Sanskrit text can be transformed into a binary sequence of laghu and guru markers. Specific patterns of such sequences are
identified as various chandas.

In the case of aksaraganavrtta, (i.e. meters requiring specific sequence of letters), the aksaras are divided into groups of 3. There are 8 (2%) possible
sequences of laghu-guru markers, each of which has been given a special name, called gana.

The following table describes the ganas,

gana laksana gana laksana
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A sequence of gana thus formed, is called laksana of a chanda, and can be used to identify the chanda.




ALLAHABAD INSCRIPTION OF SAMUDRAGUPTA 263

Language : Sanskrit

Soript: Late Brihmiof the Northern Ciass'

Metre: Verses 1.2, cannol be determned: V. 3 wmq,
V. 4 m"qﬁﬂﬂu, V.5 womr; V.6 g
V.7 axefmfia; V.8 s
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Sanskrit metres used in three inscriptions
deciphered by Wilkins

1. Munger copper plate of Devapala

Sardulavikridita, Praharsini, Varméasthabila, Upajati, Indravajra, Aupachandasika, Arya, Harini, Rathoddhata, SalinT,
Anusthubh, Puspitagra, Vasantatilaka

2. Badal pillar inscription of Narayanapala

Anustubh, Vasantatilaka, Sardulavikridita, Sragdhara, Arya, Malint, Upajati

3. Nagarjuni Hill cave inscription of Maukhart Anantavarman

Sardulavikridita throughout (J.F. Fleet, ClI, 3, p.227, fn.2)
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