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Inscriptions are mute documents and historian 
have to keep on trying to make them speak

- B.D. Chattopadhyaya (Interview 
recorded by Sahapedia)
In Conversation with Professor B.D. Chattopadhyaya with the participation of Professor Suchandra Ghosh: The 
Different Aspects of Indian Epigraphy | Sahapedia

https://youtu.be/6dzmBEPARBQ

https://www.sahapedia.org/conversation-professor-bd-chattopadhyaya-participation-professor-suchandra-ghosh-different-aspects
https://youtu.be/6dzmBEPARBQ


3 articles of Charles Wilkins in the Asiatic 
Researches, Vol. I, 1788
• A Royal grant of Land, Engraved on a Copper plate, Bearing Date 

twenty three Years before Christ and Discovered among the Ruins of  
Mongueer

• An Inscription on a Pillar near Buddal

• Translation of a Sanskrit Inscription, copied from a Stone at 
Booddhagaya by Mr. Wilmot, 1785.



Munger Copper Plate of Devapala: Different 
editions

• Charles Wilkins: Asiatick Researches , vol.1, 1788

• F. Kielhorn : Indian Antiquary XXI, 1892

• A.K. Maitreya: Gaudalekhamala, 1912

• L.D. Barnett: Epigraphia Indica XVIII, 1925-26



Munger Copper Plate of Devapala, 
Estampage of the obverse
Epigraphia Indica, vol.18 (1925-26)



Munger Copper Plate, Reverse



Lithograph of the Munger
Copper Plate





The Munger Copper Plate and the published transcript
In Epigraphia Indica Vol.18



Badal Pillar / Garuda Pillar, Mangalbari, Naogaon
District, Bangladesh







Drawing of the pillar by Wilkins



Nagarjuni Cave Inscription , 6th century





Nagarjuni Hill cave inscription of Anantavarman: Wilkins’ copy





Unnidrasya saroruhasya sakalāmākṣipya śobhaṁ ruchā

Devyāḥ vaḥ sthira bhakti vāda sadṛśiṁ yuñjan phalenārthitaṁ

Wilkins copy of the inscription of Anantavarman in which each aksara is accompanied 
by a corresponding Devnagari aksara



Estampage of the inscription of Anantavarman from which Fleet deciphered it (CII, vol.3)



Bengali alphabet as they appeared in N.B. Halhed’s A Code of 
Gentoo Law (1776)



Comparison of aksaras in three inscriptions 
deciphered by Wilkins and the modern Bengali
and Devnagari aksaras



https://sanskrit.iitk.ac.in/jnanasangraha/chanda/help



Suggestion regarding 
metres of each of the
verses in a standard
epigraphic publication.

D.C. Sircar, 1965

Metre
Sragdhara





Munger Copper Plate
Verse 1
Chanda Identification



Sanskrit metres used in three inscriptions 
deciphered by Wilkins

1. Munger copper plate of Devapala

Śārdulavikrīḍita, Praharṣiṇī, Vaṁśasthabila, Upajāti, Indravajrā, Aupachandasika, Āryā, Hariṇī, Rathoddhatā, Śālinī, 
Anuṣṭhubh, Puṣpitāgrā, Vasantatilaka

2. Badal pillar inscription of Narayanapala

Anuṣṭubh, Vasantatilaka, Śārdulavikrīḍita, Sragdharā, Āryā, Mālinī, Upajāti

3. Nagarjuni Hill cave inscription of Maukharī Anantavarman

Śārdulavikrīḍita throughout (J.F. Fleet, CII, 3, p.227, fn.2)
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