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Structure of  the Indic Alphabet



Early Brāhmī (c. 3rd century BCE)



Uniform ‘Monumental’ script in Early Brāhmī



MiRE at SASARAM (SAHASRAM)



Major Factors affecting Evolution

NEW DEVELOPMENTS IN GREEK PALAEOGRAPHY

Decline of the Maurya polity

Gradual appearance of Sanskrit as the principal epigraphic language

Growth of provincial political-cultures

Variation in content and purpose

and





1. Square akṣara

2. Angularity

3. New phoneme



Hathigumpgha 

Inscription



Introduction of  the New Pen Style

Donation by (ārya) 

Griharakṣitā. In Mathura 



The results were…

Development of  regional styles

Introduction of  New symbols

Introduction of  headmarks

Introduction of  varying medial vowels



Regional styles

MIDDLE BRĀHMĪ 

Mathura
North-western 

India
Central India

North-western 
Deccan

Eastern India South India



Middle Brāhmī 

(Northern India)



Development of  Late BRĀHMĪ

DEVELOPENT OF THE CURSIVE STYLE

Further regionalization of script

More newer symbols

Fondness for flourish

Diverse material

and



Examples…



LATE BRĀHMĪ 

Indus zone Mathura Sanchi Kauśāmbī E India
Inner Madhya 

Pradesh
Eastern Malwa NE Rajasthan SE Deccan



Late Brāhmī
(Middle Ganga 

Valley) 



Ligatures and Consonantal conjuncts





Kahaum inscription of  Skandagupta 

Gupta year 141 = 460 CE



Barabar Hill cave Inscription of Anantavarman

Circa First Half of 6th Century CE



The SYSTEMIC Change…

EB

MB

LB



Haraha Inscription of  Īśānavarman

Vikrama samvat 611 = 554 CE



Siddhamātṛkā

INTRODUCTORY

Since the decipherment of the Maurya Brāhmī script by James

Prinsep and that of Kharoṣṭhī/Kharoṣṭī by Prinsep and C.L.

Grotefend, much research has gone through the origin and antiquity

of historical writing in India. After the discovery of the Harappa

civilization in the second decade of the last century the focus shifted,

quite understandably, to the still undeciphered ‘pictographic-

logographic’ script of Harappa, besides many works that

concentrated on the origins of Brāhmī and the general characters of

early Indian writing.

When compared to the volume of  researches on early scripts, that on the vast 

varieties of  PROTO-REGIONAL scripts of  the subcontinent, appearing from 

seventh century CE onwards, is admittedly insufficient.



EARLY NOTICES

A large number of inscriptions in copper, stone and
terracotta datable from c. seventh century CE onwards
started attraction of epigraphists since the later
eighteenth century, particularly owing to the highly
stylistic and complicated palaeographic features of the
script.

Many of the early palaeographists like J. Burgess, J.F.
Fleet, A.C. Burnell and G. Buhler started dividing the
script of these inscriptions into ‘northern’ and ‘southern’
geographical varieties.

Fleet termed it ‘kuṭila’ since the right vertical element of
the letters become, in this style of writing, bent (i.e.
kutila) outwards to further right. Bühler termed it, on
almost the same ground, ‘acute-angled’ or ‘early Nāgari’



THE NAME Siddhamātr̥kā
The only literary record relating to the prevalence of as many as eleven regional

scripts of the early mediaeval period in India has been left in Al-Biruni’s
itinerary. Both Siddhamātṛkā and Gauḍī appear in this list, though the precise
geo-chronological horizons covered by them have not been mentioned by the
traveller.

The credit of recovering the name Siddhamātr̥kā from Al-Bīruṇī’s travelogue goes
to D.C. SIRCAR, who writes (Sircar 1971):

[I]n North India, the regional alphabets developed from
Brāhmī of the Late stage through a distinct step. The
alphabets of this intermediate stage may be styled
Siddhamātr̥kā…the name Siddhamātrk̥ā is more
authoritative since Al-Biruni (eleventh century A.D.) uses
this name for the alphabets of certain regions, and the
Chinese applied the name Siddham to the same script.



Knowledge of  early mediaeval scripts is mostly based on 

the itinerary of  Al-Bīrūṇī who heard about the existence of  

eleven scripts in the eleventh century CE

Siddhamātṛkā, Nāgara, Ardhanāgarī, Malwārī, Saindhava, 
Karṇāṭa, Dirwārī (i.e. Drāviḍī), Lārī

Gaurī, (i.e. Gauḍī) and Bhaikṣukī

Of these, the two scripts prevalent in the ‘Eastern Country’ 
were

Gaurī, (i.e. Gauḍī) 

Bhaikṣukī

The third script called ‘Siddhamātṛkā’, had a wider area of 
distribution including eastern India



Location of Siddhamātṛkā in A.H. Dani’s Classification 

of Proto-Regional Indian Scripts

PROTO REGIONAL

NORTH INDIA
GUJARAT, 

RAJASTHAN AND 
CENTRAL INDIA

DECCAN

EASTERN INDIA

SOUTH INDIA

MIDDLE GANGA 
VALLEY



كاريمات
ا ALEF, ك KAF, ي YE,  ر RE, ت TE, ا ALEF, م MIM 

(Courtesy: Dr Sutapa Sinha)

mātṛkā

Confusion of  Term?



In Siddhamātṛkā
mātṛkā(mā…kā)

t  + r + i

Here ‘tri’ (i) is a ligature with a medial vowel 



Systemic Features…

Further development of  flourish

More distinct cursive tendency

Further variation in the formation of  medial 

vowels

Formation of  the acute-angle

Development of  mātrā

Introduction of  NoIA Languages



STYLISTIC DEVELOPMENTS OF THE MIDDLE GANGA 

VALLEY: C.7TH CENTURY CE



Development 

of the acute 

angle and the 

mātrā



Early Siddhamātṛkā
Normalized Structure



Early Siddhamātṛkā
BANSKHERA PLATE OF HARSA (C. 7TH CENTURY CE)



Kurukshetra Varanasi Plate of  HARṢA 

(year 23, C. 7TH CENTURY CE)





MATURE EASTERN 

VARIETY OF C. NINTH 

CENTURY CE



MATURE EASTERN VARIETY OF C. NINTH CENTURY CE



Mature 

Siddhamātṛkā
Jagjivanpur 

Copperplate of  

Mahendrapāla
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