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ructure of the Indic Alphabet




Early Brahmi (c. 3rd century BCE)
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Uniform ‘Monumental’ script in Early Brahmi
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Major Factors affecting Evolution

Decline of the Maurya polity
Gradual appearance of Sanskrit as the principal epigraphic language
Growth of provincial political-cultures

Variation in content and purpose
and
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The results were. ..

& Introduction of New symbols
¢ Introduction of headmarks

& Introduction of varying medial vowels



Regional styles
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Development of Late BRAHMI

& Further regionalization of script
¢ More newer symbols
¢ Fondness for flourish
¢ Diverse material
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Ligatures and Consonantal conjuncts
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Kahaum inscription of Skandagupta
Gupta year 141 = 460 CE
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Barabar Hill cave Inscription of Anantavarman
Circa First Half of 6" Century CE
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The Change...
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Haraha Inscription of [§anavarman
Vikrama samvat 611 = 554 CE
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INTRODUCTORY

Since the decipherment of the Maurya Brahmi script by James
Prinsep and that of Kharosthi/Kharosti by Prinsep and C.L.
Grotefend, much research has gone through the origin and antiquity
of historical writing in India. After the discovery of the Harappa
civilization in the second decade of the last century the focus shifted,
quite understandably, to the still undeciphered ‘pictographic-
logographic’ script of Harappa, besides many works that
concentrated on the origins of Brahmi and the general characters of
early Indian writing.

When compared to the volume of researches on early scripts, that on the vast
varieties of scripts of the subcontinent, appearing from
seventh century CE onwards, is admittedly insufficient.



EARLY NOTICES

A large number of inscriptions 1n copper, stone and
terracotta datable from c. seventh century CE onwards
started attraction of epigraphists since the later
eighteenth century, particularly owing to the highly
stylistic and complicated palaeographic features of the
script.

Many of the early palaeographists like J. Burgess, J.F.
Fleet, A.C. Burnell and G. Buhler started dividing the
script of these inscriptions mnto ‘northern’ and ‘southern’
geographical varieties.

Fleet termed it since the right vertical element of
the letters become, in this style of writing, bent (1.e.
kutila) outwards to further right. Biihler termed 1t, on
almost the same ground,



THE NAME

The only literary record relating to the prevalence of as many as eleven regional
scripts of the early mediaeval period in India has been left in Al-Biruni’s
itinerary. Both and appear in this list, though the precise

geo-chronological horizons covered by them have not been mentioned by the
traveller.

The credit of recovering the name Siddhamatrka from Al-Biruni’s travelogue goes
to , Who writes (Sircar 1971):

& [I]n North India, the regional alphabets developed from
Brahmi of the Late stage through a distinct step. The
alphabets of this may be styled
Siddhamatrka...the name  Siddhamatrka is more
authoritative since Al-Biruni (eleventh century A.D.) uses
this name and the
Chinese applied the name Siddham to the same script.



Knowledge of early mediaeval scripts 1s mostly based on
the 1tinerary of who heard about the existence of
eleven scripts in the eleventh century CE

» Siddhamatrka, Nagara, Ardhanagari, Malwari, Saindhava,
Karnata, Dirwari (i.e. Dravidi), Lari

> and Bhaiksuki

& Of these, the two scripts prevalent in the ‘Eastern Country’
were

> Gaurl, (i.e. Gaudi)

> Bhaiksuki

& The third script called had a wider area of
distribution including eastern India



Location of in A.H. Dan1i’s Classification
of Proto-Regional Indian Scripts




Confusion of Term?
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Here ‘tr7’ (i) 1s a ligature with a medial vowel



Systemic Features...

& Further development of flourish

¢ More distinct cursive tendency

& Further variation in the formation of medial
vowels
¢ Formation of the
¢ Development of

¢ Introduction of
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Normalized Structure
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Kurukshetra Varanasi Plate of HARSA
(year 23, C. 7"H CENTURY CE)
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GENERAL STRUCTURE OF THE ALPHABET OF SIDDHAMATRKA
(Based on Pala Inscriptions of ¢. 9% Century AD from Bengal and South Bihar)
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MATURE EASTERN VARIETY OF C. NINTH CENTURY CE
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