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Why Brahmi?



James Prinsep

Arrived in India around 1819.

Initially began his career as an assay master at
the Calcutta mint.

The publication of JASB began from 1832.
Initially he wrote on coins.

His first article was, On the Ancient Roman
Coins in the Cabinet of the Asiatic Society
(September)

However, from 1834 onwards he started

publishing on Inscriptions.



Shaping the Past

Investigation and reconstruction of India’s past began with the arrival of the English Civil
Servants.

The historiographical pattern of Indian past which took shape in the colonial period was
probably similar to the patterns which emerged in the histories of other colonial societies.

The 19th Century witnessed the development of these studies not only in India but also in
various corners of Europe.

The study of Sanskrit language and literature, especially the Vedic Sanskrit gradually became
an important tool to trace the linguistic connections between Indian and Indo European Society.
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Decipherment of Kharosthi by C. L. Grotefend

Champollion G.F. Grotefend



Beyond India

Société Asiatique de Paris was established in 1821
following the Calcutta model of Asiatic Society and
the same was also established in London after two
years.

Offered the official teaching of Sanskrit.

Wilkins, Wilson, and Colebrooke from England and
Kosegarten, Klaproth, the Humboldts, Bopp, and
Wilhelm Schlegel from Germany.

The scholars like Sacy, Chézy, Rémusat, and
Champollion, were a number of newcomers to the

field were also associated with this institute.
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Publications by Prinsep

Notes on the Jabalpur Fossil Bones.
_ _ . BENARES ILLUSTRATED,
Determination of Constant of Expansion

of the Standard 10 Feet Iron Bar of the

AJBRIBES OPFPDRAWINOS,

great Trigonometrical Survey of India and

JAMES PRINSEY ESQ FRS

Expansion of Gold, Silver, and Copper by

the same Apparatus
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Experiments on the Preservation of sheet St I

Iron from Rust in India
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In these lively letters we see that the whole process of

discovery occupied only three days, from the

first receipt of Steuart's plates to the complete reading
of all the ends........

Alexander Cunningham
(First Director General of ASI)

Seeretary, Usiatic



Journal of Asiatic Society of Bengal VoL- 1834

A Description with Drawings ,of the Ancient Stone Pillar at Allahabad called Bhim Sen’s
Gada or Club, with accompanying copies of four inscriptions engraven in different
characters upon its surface. T.S. Burt

Remarks Upon the Second Inscription of the Allahabad Pillar. A. Troyer
Restoration of the Inscription, No. 2 on the Allahabad Column. Rev. W.H. Mill
Supplement to the Historical Remarks on the Allahabad Inscription. Rev. W.H. Mill

Notice of some Ancient Inscriptions Characters of Allahabad Column. B.H.
Hodgson



Drawing of Bhim Sen's Lat by T. S. Burt
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Or the Social Network?

Decipherment of Brahmi
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With the assistance of Panchanan Karmakar, Bengali
Typeset was created by Charles Wilkins, 1778.
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Publications by Wilkins

The first publication on the early Indian Inscriptions began with Charles
Wilkins.

Asiatick Researches Vol-I

A Royal Grant of Land, engraved on a Copper Plate, bearing date Twenty-three Years before
Christ; and discovered among the Ruins at Mongueer. (Translated from the Original Sanscrit in
the year 1781 [Grant of Devapala)

An Inscription on a Pillar near Buddal. Translated from the Sanscrit, 1785 [Badal inscription of
Narayanapalal.

Translation of a Sanscrit Inscription, copied from a Stone at Boddh&-Gaya, by Mr. Wilmot, 1785.

Asiatick Researches Vol-II

Two Inscriptions from the Vindhya Mountains, translated from the Sanscrit. First Inscription, in a
Cavern, called the Grot of the Seven Rishi’'s, near Gaya. Second Inscription, in a cave behind
Nagarijeni [Inscriptions of Anantavarman in the Barabar hills]
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Christian Lassen T, 13 languages +

From Wkipedia, the free encydopeda

Christion Lassen (22 October 1800 - & May 1570) was a Nore
He wns a professor of Oid Indan isnguage and Merahure o the L

arkentatst and Indoiogist.

Biography eal
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Brahmi script ||

serpt were made in 1635 by wha used ndo.
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He w0 was one of ope P wih 5y Backian indo.Greek and
: ‘Wit Knaroznvrt legends, 2 e
Bakterien, Kabu, und ndten (1838).7 In ths, he closely Kokowed the plneefing work of James Prisep (1835), and Cart Lutweg Groleterd (1830 *7
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Brahmi script [edit]

The first successful attempts at deciphering the Brahmi script were made in 1836 by Christian Lassen, who used a bilingual Greek-Brahmi coin of Indo-
Greek king Agathocles to correctly identify several Brahmi letters.””! The task was then completed by James Prinsep, who was able to identify the rest of
the Brahmi characters, with the help of Major Cunningham.!”’

‘x
A
- hin
ecived. " The Jegeed o e ovin of Avaraceuan, be (s wy o 1
aasder antar, uzm--n—mu.",\o‘_u
he It wrvwaw, Aprtele i, rending from
right, The it two Mcsen wre
ewsagh 1o the Tibetan asd M forma of 4k with » below | 04 b

141 auwigead oo bim by N, Raoes Recasrrs.”

Lassen used the bilingual Greek- Announcement by James Prinsep of Identical regnal names Agathuklayesa
Brahmi coinage of Indo-Greek kings the secure decipherement of the first  (Brahmi: AA@#+JL) and Agathokles
Agathocles and Pantaleon to correctly  Brahmi letters by Lassen in the (Greek: ATAQOKAEOQOYZ) on a
decipher the Brahmi script.] Journal of the Asiatic Society of bilingual coin of Agathocles, used by
Bengal, in 1836.[°! Christian Lassen to decipher securely
the first Brahmi letters.["]




New types of Bactrian Coins, engraved as Plates, JASB VoL-V Plate XIVI 1836

. Lassen read the legend A Ga Tha Ku la from left to right



Prinsep’s Publications 1837

Facsimiles of Ancient Inscription April
Specimens of Hindu Coins descended from Parthian type, and of the Ancient Coins of Ceylon April

Note on Facsimile of Inscriptions from Sanchi near Bhilsa , taken for the society by Capt. Ed. Smith, Engineer and on the
drawings of the Buddhist monument, presented by Captain Murray at the meeting of the 7" June, June

Interpretation of the most ancient of the inscriptions on the pillar called lat of Firoz Shah, near Delhi, and of the Allahabad,
Radhia, and Matiah Pillar, or lat inscriptions which agree therewith. July

Facsimiles of Ancient Inscriptions lithographed by James Prinsep August
Facsimiles of Ancient Inscriptions lithographed by James Prinsep October

Note on Facsimiles of the various inscriptions on the ancient column at Allahabad, retaken by Captain Edward Smith,
Engineers, November

Note on Inscription at Udaygiri and Khandagiri in Cuttack in the Lat character, December
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The Social Network?

Decipherment of Brahmi
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Scientific Discovery as an Emergent Process over Social Network

Scientific research involves a social process, and social interactions have an important influence on

what is classified as an objective knowledge.

The process of scientific discovery may itself be an emergent process of interactions between
individuals working on various aspects of the problem and interacting over a social network extended

over physical space as well as time.



Thank You



