Roses without thorns?
The sharp growths along a rose stem, though commonly called "thorns", are technically prickles. They are outgrowths of the epidermis (the outer layer of tissue of the stem), unlike true thorns, which are modified stems. The hook-shaped prickles help the rose to hang onto other vegetation when growing over it. Prickles also help to reduce the chance of being foraged (eaten) by animals. A few species of roses have only vestigial prickles that have no points, which do not hurt when picked. So some scientists set out to find out how this happened. Soon enough, Zachary Lippman found the gene called LOG that controls prickles. With modern technology, it is now possible to "switch off" the gene so the large prickles are reduced to tiny buds! 

