A visit to Nalsarovar Bird Sanctuary
V. Adharsh Bharathi (Class 10, Kalpakkam)
It all started with our trip to Ahmadabad on 29th March 2023. We landed at the Ahmedabad Airport and then we drove to Anand and that’s where we stayed. Ashmi Akka, our family friend who lives in Anand, understood my passion for birds and suggested that we go to this place called Nalsarovar. It is about 60 km from Ahmadabad and 110 km from Anand.
I realised that it was a mixed backwater and marshland as we were able to see 3 types of grass in the water. It has mostly migratory birds that come from all over the world. The total area is about 120 sq. km and a small part of this is used for bird viewing and boating as the birds shouldn’t be affected or disturbed from their natural habitat. 
BOX on Wetlands
Nalsarovar it is the largest wetland bird sanctuary in Gujarat, and one of the largest in India. A  wetland is a distinct ecosystem that, as its name suggests, is either a marshland or lake with a lot of water. The water is present either permanently or seasonally, for example, after the monsoon months. The constant flooding of the area makes the soil have less oxygen, and so the characteristic vegetation seen is of aquatic plants, which have adapted to the unique soil type. Wetlands are among the most biologically diverse of all ecosystems, having many kinds of plants, animals, and especially birds.
The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance is an international treaty for the conservation and sustainable use of Ramsar sites (another name for wetlands).  It is also known as the Convention on Wetlands. It is named after the city of Ramsar in Iran, where the convention was signed in 1971. The convention supports the conservation of Nature, management of water, wetlands and birdlife, as well as sustainable fishing, etc. Nalsarovar was declared as a Ramsar site on 24 September 2012.
We went to the Nalsarovar bird sanctuary on the April 1 2023. Many migratory birds come there in winter and spring, or after the monsoon, so I thought there would be very few birds in April. I went there with very low expectations. When we reached the entrance, every word was written in Gujarati. A forest guard stood straight in a super cold Saturday in the morning 6.30 am near a small house-like structure and collected the entry fee into the premises. We bargained about the price for the journey through the back water in a row boat. Finally we ended up with the deal of Rs. 5000 Rupees, which seemed high to begin with, but turned out to be worth the effort, labour and time due to the knowledgeable guide cum boatman and the proximity to the native birds. 
So we got on the boat which was much better than my low expectation. The guide who steered the boat for us was kind, hard working, polite, and we could easily understand what he was saying.  
So we started the boat travel, and the guide spotted a purple moorhen, whose population was a lot in the sanctuary, and said that they change colors depending upon the sun shine. They appear blue in the early morning and purple up to mid afternoon and appear black in the night. I never knew that! We drove by and it was superb! I usually watch birds from far away. When I saw the birds that close, I felt like I was watching the moon from from Chandrayaan mission rather than from home. The guide showed us a spot surrounded with a type of good looking grass so I could take some photos in a real and natural place. 
I even got to row the boat for just some 50 meters. First I didn’t understand the physics of  pulling the boat forward. But later I understood and rowed away from the grass. I then gave him back the oar to ensure safety of all passengers including me and my innocent camera!
I started to enjoy it as I saw Indian robins, Spotted doves, Sparrows, Indian Cormorant, Eurasian coot, Sandpipers, Yellow wagtail, Black winged Stilts, Common Kingfishers, Painted Stork, Great egret, Little egret, Grey egret, Red wattled lapwing, Ruddy shellduck (Brahminy duck), Pintail, and, the best part, the LESSER FLAMINGOES! 
There is a story here. When I left for Ahmadabad, I was so sure I would watch flamingoes in this trip since it was my dream to watch them free and not caged. If you’re looking for flamingoes in Gujarat, the best place to go is the only breeding place of flamingoes in the whole subcontinent Asia, and our western most edge of India, the Rann of Kutchch which is far away from Ahmedabad. But another other place to find flamingoes would be nearer from Ahmedabad which is Nalsarovar bird Sanctuary. 
The Guide gave his word that we would be able to see flamingoes from the perfect distance but on that day, those flamingoes were nowhere to be seen. But our guide was not giving up. He literally guaranteed us that we would see flamingoes at a place that was 15 kilometers away from Nalsarovar Sanctuary. We started our journey with the guide to that particular place after 2-3  hours of bird watching in a boat.  This place was in a deeply rural area. We travelled through narrow roads with our taxi and we eventually reached that place. It became an unforgettable moment of my life. The flamingoes weren’t expecting us! So we could see them and I took a lot of clear, nice, neat and clean pictures of them and some came out even better than I expected.
We were all ready to leave but at that moment, a flock of large birds surprised everyone there! The guide was also amazed: it was the Siberian Crane!! It’s like that moment when the unexpected but welcome guest arrives at your home! They were large flocks and they all settled down and that took a while. I took pictures of them too. After this, the guide saw us off and waved us on our way to Jamnagar. I came back, fully satisfied.
There is another nice touch to this story. The guide himself was an enthusiastic birdwatcher and I was surprised to hear him saying that he has read the whole book of Salim Ali’s book about birds so that he could explain about all the birds to the visitors. That place was the most liked place for me in the entire trip.
I would like to thank Ashmi Akka who suggested this visit and made it so memorable.
Further reading: The Book Of Indian Birds, Salim Ali, originally published by the Bombay Natural History Society, 1941, now available in its 13th edition.
