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Please use the photos that you think will print well. For these, can you also put the names somewhere in the picture? Thanks, Indu
“What’s in a name?
That which we call a rose
By any other name would smell as sweet,”
said Shakespeare. Applying the same logic, a monkey by any other name will still jump from tree to tree, a dog by any other name would still bark and a fish by any other name would still swim. Studies in animal consciousness have also shown similar results. We kept names for the animals and plants around us just for convenience. But as a very creative species, humankind has really given some very interesting names for the variety of life around us. The stories behind such names are amusing and extremely entertaining.
From the Greek
Consider the chameleon for example. The name chameleon is derived from a latin root word which in turn is derived from the greek words meaning Lion on the Ground. This name indicates the slow movements of the chameleon as it approaches its target insect. Funnily, the chameleon is more famous now for its amazing colour changing abilities, but the person who named it saw the movement and decided to give a name based on it. What name would you give the chameleon if you had the power? Let us know!
A lot of such examples come to mind.... Consider the hippopotamus. Even though it resembles a large pig, its closest relatives are dolphins and whales. Yet the common name hippopotamus comes from the greek words meaning River horse. How an animal like this was called a horse of the river is beyond our imagination!
Wild imagination
Aha ha.  This is not me having a Eureka moment right in the middle of this article. This is actually the scientific name of an Australian Wasp. Aha ha was a name given by Arnold Menke in 1977 after he received some wasp samples for investigation. When he opened the package and saw the wasps, he exclaimed, "Aha, a new genus" and proceeded to name the wasp Aha ha. He had also noted later that if he gets one more genus, he is going to name it Ohno. Imagine a genus based on “Oh, no”!
Of mermaids and animals
The oceans have always fascinated mankind. We have been in wonder of its many unanswerable mysteries. We have a rich concoction of various stories about animals and plants in the ocean,  their strange shapes and fascinating activities. The existence of mermaids is one such fantasy. They are supposed to be half-woman half-fish. Although science has proven that mermaids do not exist, the animals and plants named after the mermaids still retain the memories of  magical storytelling.
Mermaid's wineglass is a common species of algae in many tropical seas. Even though it is uni-cellular, its size makes it easier to see without any microscope. The shape of the algae resembles a small cup, so it was named as the wineglass of mermaids.
Mermaid's sea fan is another algal species named after the mermaids. It is a species of brown algae with funnel shaped leaves with lines and curled edges. It is consumed by some coastal communities.
Mermaid's purses are not actually purses but the egg cases of dogfishes and skates. It is a tough leathery pouch that protects a developing embryo. Each egg case contains one embryo. Sometimes the egg cases contain tendrils in the end which help them to anchor themselves to the seaweeds. The shape, size and colour of the mermaid's purses help biologists in identifying the type of sharks or skates that laid the eggs.
Beautiful Venuses
We have all heard about the planet Venus. It was named after Venus, the Roman Goddess of Love and Beauty. Some scientists have named some beautiful sea creatures after her. The venus girdle is a ribbon shaped comb jellyfish. Since it resembles a round ornament worn by women around their waist (Girdle), it is called the venus girdle. The venus flower basket is a beautiful sea sponge with a silica based skeleton. It is a stationary animal commonly found near the Philippines. If we look at the images of these intricately woven silica skeletons which look more like artwork than a living form, we can appreciate the name Venus flower basket.
War Games
Portugese man-of-war -- the name sounds like the honorary title of a knight. But in reality, it is a common species of jellyfish. It was named after the shape of an 18th century warship since the jellyfish resembled the ship at full sail. This is a jellyfish worthy of its name. Armed with powerful stinging cells, it wages war at all its prey. It even stings humans!
Migrating names
There is a marine crustacean called the barnacle. We can commonly see such rock-boring barnacles in many rocky shores and harbour areas. One species of barnacle is commonly called as the Goose barnacle. But they have absolutely no connection to a goose. Then how did this name come about? In olden days, people did not know that birds migrate. In the 12th century, in many European countries, people suddenly saw migratory geese which were not seen previously in that area. Someone came up with the theory that these birds came from the barnacles. Some other people even claimed that they saw the birds coming out of these tiny barnacles. So the name Goose barnacle was given to this species! This belief existed till the 18th century. This migratory goose species was called as barnacle geese based on this belief.
Many common fish names are derived from their resemblance to their terrestial counterparts or even common objects --- Lizard fish, frog fish, rat fish, cow fish, razor fish, tripod fish, sun fish, saw fish, sword fish and moon fish are some examples. There is a fish called stargazer which lives on the seafloor. Its eyes which are fixed on the top of the head has earned it the name Stargazer!
Misnomers
There are also some misnomers  (meaning wrongly named) which tend to confuse us. The ladybird is not a bird but a type of bug. The starfish is not a fish but a member of the urchin family. The killer whale is not a whale but a type of oceanic dolphin. The guinea pig is not a pig but a type of rodent. 
The names that we give to animals create prejudices among people. We cannot imagine a friendly animal if it is called a Killer whale or a Devil Ray or a Vampire Squid. These perceptions are very important when we are trying to conserve these animals.
The next time you hear the name of a species, do spend some time in learning how the name was finalised and why it was named so. As they always say, sometimes reality is stranger than fiction!
