Brain Teasers

1. Which switch?

There is a lamp inside a photography darkroom. When the darkroom door is closed, it is impossible to tell from outside the room whether or not the lamp is on. There are two switches outside the door of the darkroom. One or both of the switches may control the lamp. It also could be that neither of the switches control the lamp. All you know is that the light bulb is currently off and that the lamp and bulb are in working condition. The darkroom door is closed and once you open the door you cannot touch either of the switches. If you can only open the dark-room door one time, how can you tell which switches, if any, control the lamp?

2. Who's first?

Four athletes, Anu, Brinda, Carol, and Dhanush went out one morning and ran a race. At the end of the race, the following statements were made:

Anu: "I didn't come in first or last."

Brinda: "I didn't come in last."

Carol: "I was first."

Dhanush: "I was last."

It is known that one, and one only, of the four athletes is lying. Who won the race?

3. For fun

Two police-men were parked along a one-way street looking for traffic violators. They spotted a taxi driver going in the wrong direction, yet they did nothing. Why?

