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The first footsteps on the Moon
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Forty years ago, on July 20, 1969, the Apollo 11 Moon Mission set two humans on the Moon.

The Saturn V rocket carried the Apollo-11 command and services module (CSM) called Columbia that contained the astronauts.  It would reach the moon and keep circling it. It also carried the Lunar module 5 (LM) called Eagle. Eagle would take the astronauts from the circling Columbia and land them on the moon.

The Saturn V rocket lifted off on July 16, 1969, from Kennedy Space Centre, U.S.A. In the vehicle were the Apollo 11 Commander Neil A.  Armstrong, Command Module pilot, Michael Collins, and the Lunar Module pilot Edwin E. Aldrin (seen in the picture). While Collins stayed behind in Columbia, Armstrong and Aldrin went on the Eagle to the Moon.

After it landed, the original plan was for the astronauts to go to sleep! However, they persuaded the ground control people that they were not too tired.

Even then, it took them 6 hours to step outside! It was 10.56 PM when Armstrong took his first step down the ladder. He said, "That's one small step for a man, one giant leap for mankind."

Aldrin followed him at 11:16 p.m. They spent a mere two and a half hours on the moon, setting up some equipment and collecting rock samples.

The Moon's gravity is just one-sixth that of Earth's. They found it "absolutely no trouble to walk around" in spite of their bulky clothes.

When they returned to the circling Columbia, history had been made. They had also left behind some useful scientific equipment as well as the first space junk: excess material to reduce their load.

Today, after several Moon missions by Americans, Russians and now even

Indians, there is over 170,000 kg of debris left on the Moon. Only 382

kg of the Moon have been taken to Earth by different missions. But there is still a lot to learn about the Moon.

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollo_11
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The Saturn V rocket lifted off on July 16, 1969, from Kennedy Space Centre, U.S.A.
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The Apollo Command Module in lunar orbit
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First step on the Moon by Armstrong
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Aldrin setting foot on the Moon
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