Wibble Wobble
Domestic cattle attract houseflies like magnets. Even a freshly washed cow or bull has an attendant constellation of flies. Cattle must constantly chase off the little nuisances. They flick their ears and shake their heads. For the rear they have a serviceable whisk in the form of the tail. For the central portion, the amidships as it were, a cow has an additional defence. It has the astonishing ability to shake the skin of its sides! This permits the cow to shake off even objects larger than flies.
If you can find an obliging cow of an affable disposition, you can carry out this experiment. When the cow is lying down, take a matchbox and place it on the vast expanse of its side. This will immediately trigger a bovine tremor. The skin of the cow begins to tremble and quiver, reminding you of the words of the rhyme which goes ‘wibble wobble, jelly on a plate’.  It is comical to see the cow nonchalantly chewing the cud while its side shakes with a life of its own, transporting the matchbox like a vibratory conveyor till it slips off to the ground. 

When I was a small boy, the milkman used to bring cows and calves to my house. I derived great amusement by touching the side of a calf with the tip of my finger and see the skin try to shake it off.
Other, more exotic, animals provide entertainment for children in different parts of India. In the western part of the country, there are places where animals such as the wild boar, wild ass and nilgai are common. They wander across cultivated areas, protected by the predominantly vegetarian lifestyle of the people.
Driving along in Kutch once, I came across a nilgai calf roaming around in a village near Pingaleshwar. Enquiries revealed that the animal had grown up in the village. The small children enjoyed playing with it, but often they were boisterous. The calf had a rather irascible disposition, which made it doubly attractive to them.

You will notice that the nilgai’s tail is rather short – not any longer than that of a deer. This tail cannot be of much use in keeping away flies. I guess that Nature has given the nilgai too the ability to ‘shake its sides’ — I would like to verify this some time. But for sure, if it has this facility, there must be children in Kutch who have touched a nilgai calf and delighted at the shivering they have set off. 
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