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ȰThe practice of writing and the development of a

coherent system of signs, a script, is something
which is seenonly in complex societies ȣ.

.ȣWriting is a feature of civilizations .ȱ

-- Colin Renfrew

(Archaeology and Language, 1987)
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Culture as a Complex system 

A  culture can be envisaged as a complex system for a 
variety of reasons:

·It is large and self-organising.

·It is multi-parameterised.

·Each parameter has certain self driven and group 
behaviour and the system evolution is a mix of these 
parameters.
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Courtesy: Harappa.com
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Source: http://pubweb.cc.u-tokai.ac.jp/indus/english/map.html
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Indus Valley 
Civilization

(2600 -1900 BC)

Timeline of Indus Valley Civilization 

The Indus valley civilization had the following timeline:

·Roots of civilization are found in Mehrgarharound 
7,000 BC.

·It went through a major expansion from 4,500 BC to 

about 3,200 BC.

·It evolved into an urban civilization around 2,600 BC.

·It decayed and disappeared between 1,900 BC and 

1,300 BC.
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Present talk
In the present talk, we will discuss the following aspects of

the Indus valley civilisation (IVC)

·Structure and context of IVC 

·Complexity of city architecture

·Complexity of its artistic expressions

·Complexity of its script
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Town Planning: Grid-like Layout of Mohenjo-Daro

Citadel

Great Bath

Courtesy: Harappa.com
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IVC Pottery
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Figurines & Toys

Indus Valley Civilization & its Writing 14
Courtesy: Harappa.com

Exquisite Jewellery pieces
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Standardised Weights
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Smallest weight: 0.856 g
Most commonly found weight: 13.7 g (16 times 0.856 g) 

3000: 1600:  300: 200: 150: 60: 32: 16: 8: 4: 2: 1 Courtesy: Harappa.com

Courtesy: Harappa.com

Indus Valley Seals
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Spread of Indus CultureTrade (c. 3300 -1900 BC) 

Courtesy: Harappa.com


